
 

 

Logistics Services  
RII has helped shippers solve their transportation issues 
quickly and efficiently for over 26 years by providing rate ne-
gotiations, set up with new carriers, rate comparisons be-
tween carriers, alternative routing, location of sidings and 
transloads, transportation costing and planning, equipment 
issues, tracing and in transit exception solutions. Let us put 
our experience to work for you so you can focus on your in-
dustry. RII is able to study and access problem areas to de-
velop cost savings strategies and negotiate win-win savings 
for you, your customers and the railroads.  

Western Pacific Reunion  

On May 22nd in Stockton, CA, Western 
Pacific Railroad held its annual reun-
ion.  RIIôs WP veteran, Gary V. Hunter 
attended and was pleased to see so 
many old friends.  The festivities includ-
ed old WP stories, a raffle, luncheon, 
social gatherings and a tribute to all 
those WP friends lost during the year 
but never forgotten.  RII would like to 
give a special tribute to Ken Meeker, 
son of WP veteran Harold Meeker, who 
has been a long time Consultant Asso-
ciate of RII.  The event boasted approxi-
mately 100 people.  The special speak-
er for the event was Earl T. Roider, who 
is an avid Operation Lifesaver Presenter 
and supporter, which everyone knows is 
close to RIIôs heart.  Cheer to all of our 
WP and OLI compatriots, and to a very 
successful annual reunion! 

1945 Rail Slang Answers! 
 
1. AIR MONKEY - Air-brake repairman 
2. ASHCAT - Locomotive fireman 
3. BIG E - Engineer, so called from the large initial on membership buttons of the 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
4. BIG O - Conductor; so named from first initial in Order of Railway Conductors. 
5. BRASS BUTTONS - Passenger conductor on railroad or streetcar line 
6. BUG SLINGER - Switchman or brakeman 
7. CHAIN GANG - Crew assigned to pool service, working first in, first out 
8. CHERRY PICKER - Switchman, so called because of red lights on switch stands 
9. DOGCATCHERS - Crew sent to relieve another that went over allowed Hours of 

Service  
10. GANDY DANCER - Track/maintenance of way worker 
11. GROUNDHOG - Brakeman, yardmaster, or switch engine 
12. IRON SKULL - Boilermaker 
13. MOVING SPIRIT - Train dispatcher 
14. MUCKERS - Excavators in construction work 
15. MUD CHICKENS - Surveyor. Mudhop is yard clerk, mudshop his/her office 
16. RAG-WAVER - Flagman 
17. ROUGHNECK - Freight brakeman 
18. SNAKE - Switchman, so named from the large serpentine letter S on membership 

pins of the Switchman's Union of North America. 
19. SNIPE - Track laborer. His boss is a king snipe. 
20. STINGER - Brakeman. Derived from initial B(ee) of Brotherhood of Railroad Train-

men 
21. SWELLHEAD - Conductor or locomotive engineer 
22. WHEEL MONKEY - Car inspector 
23. ZOO KEEPER - Gate tender at passenger station 
 
Source: 1945 Railroad Avenue by Freeman H. Hubbard 


