
 As reported to 

the FRA, as of 

October 31st, 

2010 there 

have been 665 

railroad 

incidents in 

the US 

compared to 

2008ªr 582! 
 

See the chart 

below for 

information on 

the numbers 

by individual 

state.  
 

As rail traffic 

continues to 



Sierra 

Northern Railroad  

In August 2003, the 
S i e r r a  R a i l r o a d 

Company and the Yolo Short Line Railroad merged to create the Sierra 
Northern Railway (SERA). Now operating on approximately 105 miles 
of track in Northern California, right through the heart of a number of 
Californiaôs prime industrial areas and serving the Port of Sacramento, 
the railroad serves a wide variety of customers and interchanges with both the BNSF and 
Union Pacific Railroad. Sierra Northern Railway handles approximately 6,000 carloads per 
year.  Through its sister companies, the railroad also owns and operates 3 tourist railroads 
throughout California: Sacramento River Train, Skunk Line Railroad and the Sierra Dinner 
Train.  
RII has had a long standing relationship with this short line railroad, assisting with its 

original merger in 2003. RII Chairman and CEO sits on the Board 
of this railroad in an advisory capacity, and RII has partnered with 
the short line on projects from developing a promotional package 
for all of its business operations to expert witness services.  RII 
recently partnered with SERA on the Tulare County project (see 
our October 2010 issue). SERA actively seeks additional projects 
in the Northern California and Nevada areas for expanding its rail 
operations portfolio. As traffic and interest in rail continue to pick 
back up, SERA looks for many new opportunities to grow.  

 

Ohio Department of Transportation 
 

The state of Ohio is home to over 7,000 railroad employees and 5,200 miles of rail.  Being sandwiched between the Great Lakes 
and the Ohio River, Ohio enjoys a large and vibrant industrial base, rich in coal, iron and agricultural production.  With 4 Class 
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one of the largest and most concentrated industrial zones in the U.S.  To position the region for continued economic growth, OH 
DOT and neighboring states have initiated a public-private partnership between CSX Transportation and the states of Ohio, West 
Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Washington DC, Virginia and North Carolina to link Mid-Atlantic ports to population centers.  
Recently, $98 million has been released from the ARRA funds to kick off construction during the first quarter of 2011 on a key corridor.  The 
momentum behind this gateway continues with private funding coming in at $400 million of this $842 million project. 
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capacity and integrated facilities for every region.  RII has joined teams on 3 of these studies: Northeast Ohio Intermodal Facilities;  Northwest Ohio 
Freight Mobility and Infrastructure; and Central Ohio Freight Trends Study.  RII is also currently teaming with Bergmann Associates as the on-call Rail 
Consultant for METRO Regional Transportation Authority in Akron.  This is a 3 year task order contract which is just getting under way and presently 
has one project in progress where RII will be supporting the team in a track inspection capacity later this year.   
 

Additional projects in the state have included improvements at the major airports and river ports to improve multimodal integration. The Ohio State Rail 
Commission clearly has a vision of maximizing the advantages its state holds by investing in its rail infrastructure. 
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